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Income
The Commission is primarily funded by the State and Commonwealth governments.

In 2018-19 the State government provided funding to the Commission of $22 940 000 million, a 
decrease from $44 545 000 in 2017-18. The exceptional 2017-18 funding was due to an advance 
payment of $21.96 million for the 2018-19 financial year. The State government also provided 	
$1 051 000 in reimbursements under the Expensive Criminal Cases Funding Agreement. 

The Commonwealth government, through the National Partnership Agreement on Legal Assistance 
Services 2015-20 (the NPA) provided funding to the Commission of $16 801 000, an increase 
from $16 644 000 in 2017-18. In addition, the Commonwealth government provided $355 000 in 
reimbursements for expensive criminal cases and $3 596 000 in grants tied to particular services 
or projects.

The Commission received a further $3 243 000 from the Law Society pursuant to sections 56 and 
57A of the Legal Practitioners Act 1981. 

State government funding is largely used for matters involving State criminal law and child 
protection applications. The income from the Law Society is also used for State law related 
matters. Commonwealth funding is mostly used for family law matters, although it may be used to 
fund any matter under Commonwealth law. 

The Commission generated income from investments, client contributions, education courses, the 
sale of legal kits and, most significantly, cost recovery through the imposition of statutory charges. 
This is achieved under section 18A of the Legal Services Commission Act 1977 which provides that 
a grant of legal assistance may be subject to the condition that legal assistance costs payable 
to the Commission are secured by a charge on land – a statutory charge. During 2018-19 the 
Commission recovered $395 277 in statutory charges, and imposed charges in 149 matters, an 
increase from 123 in 2017-18. 

The Commission actively pursues other funding, including State and Commonwealth government 
funding, where the projects to be delivered provide legal assistance services to the community and 
are related to, and enhance, services prescribed in the Act. 
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Commonwealth Government funding as at 30 June 2019

   Financial Year	 2014-15	 2015-16	 2016-17	 2017-18	 2018-19 

	 $’000	 $’000	 $’000	 $’000	 $’000

    Core funding	 16 194	 15 699	 16 250	 16 644	 16 801

   
State Government funding as at 30 June 2019

   Financial Year	 2014-15	 2015-16	 2016-17	 2017-18	 2018-19 

	 $’000	 $’000	 $’000	 $’000	 $’000

   Core funding	 17 750	 21 423	 21 848	 44 545*	 22 940

*�During 2017-18 the State Government paid $21 960 000 in 
advance to the Commission for the 2018-19 financial year. 

Expenditure
Total operating expenditure for 2018-19 was $46 452 000, up from $45 130 000 in 2017-18. Private 
legal practitioner payments totaled $17 555 000, down from $18 015 000 in 2017-18. 

The Commission completed the 2017-18 financial year with a consolidated comprehensive  
result of $5 384 000 surplus.
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Consultants
The following is a summary of external consultants engaged by the Commission, the nature of 
work undertaken and the actual payments made for work undertaken during the financial year.

Consultancies with a contract value below $10 000 each

Consultancies with a contract value above $10 000 each

Consultancy Purpose
Actual

Payment

Below $10 000
Mercer Consulting 

Australia Pty Ltd
HR consulting $2 750

Total $2 750

Consultancy Purpose
Actual

Payment

Above $10 000 KPMG Internal audit $19 311

Total $19 311
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Contractors with a contract value above $10 000 each

Contractors
The following is a summary of external contractors engaged by the Commission, the nature of 
work undertaken and the actual payments made for work undertaken during the financial year.

The Commission publishes contract details in accordance with the government’s Contract 
Disclosure Policy. The information is available through the SA Tenders and Contracts website – 
https://www.tenders.sa.gov.au.

Contractor Purpose
Actual

Payment

Below $10 000 MAC (secondment of staff ) Office accommodation $54 863

Total $54 863
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Auditor-General’s Letter 2019
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Independent Auditor’s Report 2019
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Independent Auditor’s Report 2019
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Statement of Comprehensive Income 30 June 2019
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Statement of Financial Position 30 June 2019
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Statement of Changes in Equity 30 June 2019
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Statement of Cash Flows 30 June 2019 
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Note Index 30 June 2019
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Notes to and Forming Part of the Financial Statements 30 June 
2019
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Certification of the Financial Statements 
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