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Chairperson’s Letter 2016-17

The Honourable John Rau, MP 
Deputy Premier 
Attorney General 
Attorney General’s Department 
Level 11, 45 Pirie Street 
ADELAIDE SA 5000

Dear Deputy Premier,

I am pleased to present the Annual Report of the Legal Services Commission for the financial  
year ending 30 June 2017, pursuant to section 33 of the Legal Services Commission Act 1977.

In compliance with its mandate, the Commission continues to provide high quality, efficient  
and effective legal assistance services, with expenditure in line with budget.  

This year the Commission has operated under a new Governance model. Following the 
commencement of amending legislation in December 2016, the Commission reduced in size  
from ten to five Commissioners. This smaller, more agile Commission, based on expertise rather 
than representation, has proved to be highly effective. A new panel of Assessors, drawn from  
the private legal profession, has been introduced to maintain efficient adjudication of appeals 
against refusals to grant legal aid. I would like to thank my fellow Commissioners, both past and 
present, and our new Assessors for their commitment to the work of the Commission.

I acknowledge the work of the Director and staff of the Commission and thank them for their 
ongoing expertise and commitment to access to justice. The successes of many new innovative 
initiatives over the last twelve months have been as a consequence of their tireless efforts. 

I also want to thank those 650 plus members of the private profession who constitute the 
Commission’s legal practitioner panels and provide legal assistance through grants of aid.  
In April 2017 the Commission implemented a 2% fee scale increase for such practitioners. 

Thank you for your continued support both personally and in your role as Attorney-General  
over the past year.

Michael Abbott, AO QC 
Chairperson
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